Miscarriage Association launches new animation for Babyloss Awareness Week
9 October 2016

Today is the start of Babyloss Awareness Week 2016, a special annual event to remember the brief lives of babies lost during pregnancy or during and shortly after birth. Over the next seven days, women and men affected by babyloss, across the UK and around the world, will be wearing pinbadges and Twibbons, lighting candles, attending events and raising awareness about the impact of pregnancy loss.

To mark this special event, the Miscarriage Association is proud to launch a new animation, which tells the story one couple’s experience of a missed miscarriage. The animation has three key messages: : that for many, miscarriage isn’t just a physical loss, but the loss of hopes and dreams for the future; that talking about the loss can help; and that the Miscarriage Association is here to listen if you need us.

[Embed video from YouTube]

The animation was illustrated by Emma Plunkett from planXdesign and voiced by Amy Swales, two women who have personal experience of miscarriage. The video was developed by The Service, with animation by Dom Faraway. 	Comment by Natasha Judd: In Alice’s planning document she’s written the piece below. We could use the planXdesign logo at the bottom of the newsstory, if that’s a requirement but do you know which quote she means here? 

Emma, the illustrator, has also asked for a quote and logo for her website to accompany a link to the animation – if someone could get back to her during/following the week if this is possible please? In addition she has offered for us to share her watercolour of a uterus (Ruth and I saw this in an early version of the animation storyboard) and provide some words about her experience – perhaps this would be fitting in a follow up about the week, in the newsletter for example, a small piece about the illustrator where we might be reporting on the impact of the animation…
	Comment by Natasha Judd: Ruth: I’m just taking this info from Alice’s handover notes, can you confirm?


We have uploaded the video to both YouTube and Facebook. Please feel free to share it with your family and friends, and help raise awareness about pregnancy loss, both during Babyloss Awareness Week and beyond.

For more information about other activities and events this week, see the Babyloss Awareness Week page on our website. 
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#heretolisten
10 October 2016

The Babyloss Awareness Week video that we launched yesterday ends with the message:	Comment by Natasha Judd: Link to previous post

“It was such a hard time and we’ll never forget our baby, but having people listen – really listen – has helped us through.”

Here at the Miscarriage Association. we’ve supported thousands of people who have been affected by pregnancy loss, and one thing we’ve heard again and again is that it can often help to talk. 

However we also know that talking can be difficult. People who want to support their friends tell us that they’re worried they’ll say the wrong thing and that they choose to say nothing in case they make things worse. Last year, we asked our supporters to share the helpful things that others had said to them after a pregnancy loss. There were hundreds of different answers. Everyone’s experience of loss is different. However, a common message that emerged is that sometimes it’s not so much what we say, as what we do: being there for a friend, really listening to what they have to say, can make all the difference in helping them through.

That’s why, this Babyloss Awareness Week, we’re asking you to use the #heretolisten hashtag as you share one of the graphics below with your friends and family, on Facebook, on Twitter, on Instagram and across social media, to say – if you want to talk about pregnancy loss, I’m here to listen. Click on the thumbnails below for full-size images.

[Upload graphics so that users can download and use on social media]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Illustrations by Emma Plunkett of planXdesign.


Two other people who will be here to listen later today at the chairs of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Babyloss. Today at [time], the two group chairs, Will Quince MP and Antoinette Sandbach MP, will be on Twitter, asking questions to inform the debate about Babyloss in Westminster this Wednesday. The Miscarriage Association will be participating in this event via our twitter account (@MiscarriageA). If you would also like to get involved, please follow the hashtag #babylossdebate. For more information about the events in Westiminster this week, see our Babyloss Awareness Week events page.
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